
When I saw my friends being persecuted only because they 
were Orthodox and later my Muslim friends only because they 
were Muslims, I realized that I was the one that could help 
those people, same as others helped Jews during WWII. I was 
aware of the dangers and that I was fighting against the 
system. But, I used my intelligence, knowledge and good will 
to help them. I could have left in 1992, to Canada, Israel, 
Portugal, Spain or England without any problems, but I didn't 
want to do that.

It was very hard during that time for everyone who was in a 
mixed marriage. One of my colleagues, Ibrahim, who was a 
professor of mechanical engineering, had a son who was at 
that time ready to serve in military. His mother was afraid that 
they might take him. They asked me if I could help them leave 
the country. I gave them my son's birth certificates, made 
them learn my family's history, taught them how to pronounce 

“I was only thinking of the ways 
to save to young lives.”
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my family's names and everything. At five o'clock one 
morning, while the police curfew was still on, I managed to 
get them out of Mostar. I was only thinking of the ways to 
save to young lives.   

I managed to get some documents for some people to get out 
of Mostar and out of Bosnia and Herzegovina in general. I 
had one document written in both English and 
Serbo-Croatian which stated something like this: I am asking 
all the police and customs organs in the Republic of Croatia 
and the Republic of Herceg Bosna, that in accordance with 
an  agreement by Mr. Tomy Schlossberger from Israel and 
Mister Mate Boban and Franjo Tuđman, to allow all the Jews 
in the Republic of Herceg Bosna unobstructed movement 
and to allow the members of Jewish community to enter 
Croatia. When they entered Croatia, they were free.
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