
“The day that the president’s plane crashed, people called me 
and said bad things were going to happen and to be alert.

I decided to go and talk to the leaders of the police station. 
The police captain told me to make a list of all the students in 
the i  nstitute and also make a list of the other people that had 
come for safety. So I made a list so that they could be 
transported to another safe haven. The captain gave us two 
solider escorts and he also drove with us because he had to 
take several trucks to carry 80 people.

We were stopped at one roadblock. The soldiers were killing 
people and they told all the people to leave the truck and they 
asked all the people for their identity. I told our people to not 
give out their identity cards. I had given everyone school 
uniforms so they were all like students. But basically we 
witnessed killings in front of us. I tried to quarrel with the 
leaders of the groups that were killing people. ‘Why don’t you 

“Our relationship with the Tutsis was good too,  
because I was the leader of a training health 
institute before the genocide. ”
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let us go back then? They are young kids that need to be fed.’ 
They told us we were supposed to give them money, but we 
had given them all the money that we had. They let us go back 
to the institute because I said would bring money tomorrow.

We got back to home; I kept the students and also the other 
families in two dormitories. We had food and firewood so we 
would have one meal a day in the morning. I locked everyone 
inside to hide them, so people who come to steal things 
wouldn’t find the people. The soldiers would abuse me and 
talk hell, but at the end of it all, they would not get what they 
wanted so they would just leave. I was very lucky that the 
people I was hiding didn’t make noise, they were very quiet, 
and so whenever thieves and killers came, there were no signs 
of people. 

Finally the Rwandese Patriotic Front came to our area very 
soon after we got home and saved us.
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